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UNCLAS TOKYO 5068 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ENRG, SU, JA 

SUBJECT: SAKHALIN OIL AND GAS PROJECT 

1 . AN INDUSTRY SOURCE HAS CONFIRMED TO US THAT SEISMOLOGICAL 
STUDIES WILL BEGIN IN MAY ON THE CONTINENTAL SHELF AROUND 
SAKHALIN ISLAND. THE JAPANESE PARTNER SODECO, IN WHICH 
GULF OIL HAS A 3 PERCENT INTEREST, HAS CHARTERED ON A 

’BARE BOAT” BASIS A VESSEL FROM THE COMPAGNIE GENERAL DE 
GEOPHYSIC (CGG) WITH AN OPTION TO BUY. THE SHIP IS NOW 
ENROUTE TO SAKHALIN AND SOVIET CREWS ARE BEING TRAINED. 

TEST DRILLING, HOWEVER, WILL PROBABLY NOT BEGIN UNTIL NEXT 
YEAR. 

2. COMMENT: GULF'S EQUITY POSITION IN SODECO REMAINS UN- 
AFFECTED, SO GULF WILL PRESUMABLY HAVE ACCESS TO THE DATA 
WHICH WILL BE PROCESSED IN PARIS. THE PROJECT IS, 
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HOWEVE, 3 YEARS BEHIND SCHEDULE, AND THE SLOW PACE 
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MAY HAVE CONTRIBUTED TO SODECO PRESIDENT IMAZATO'S 
JUST ANNOUNCED DECISION TO STEP UPSTAIRS FROM THE 
PRESIDENCY TO CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD. 

HODGSON 
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Automatic Decaptioning: X 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: PETROLEUM, EXPLORATION, NATURAL GAS, SAKHALIN 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 07 APR 1976 
Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: n/a 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: n/a 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 

Disposition Date: 01 JAN 1960 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1976TOKYO05068 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D7601 30-1 035 
From: TOKYO 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1976/newtext/t19760485/aaaacvcy.tel 

Line Count: 65 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION EB 

Original Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: n/a 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: MartinML 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 09 JUN 2004 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <09 JUN 2004 by SilvaL0>; APPROVED <19 JAN 2005 by MartinML> 

Review Markings: 
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Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 
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